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The historic Rameswaram
island is all set to emerge as
the major pilgrim and tour-
ism destination as the Union
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways has awarded
a new four-lane bridge,
across the Pamban Strait,
adjacent to the existing An-
nai Indira Gandhi bridge
connecting the island with
the mainland by road.

The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI), in
its recent order, has awar-
ded the new bridge as part
of four-laning of the
Ramanathapuram –

Rameswaram section (Na-
tional Highway-NH 49) and
appointed Feedback Infra
Private Limited, a Delhi-
based integrated infrastruc-
ture services company, to
prepare the Detailed Project
Report (DPR), official
sources said.

The company has been
asked to design a state-of-
the-art/ signature bridge,
parallel to the existing Pam-
ban bridge, the sources said
adding the DPR consultant
was yet to commence the
work. The NHAI was yet to
decide on the type of the
new bridge, though the
Modi government at the

Centre was keen on building
a world-class bridge.

The authorities had the
idea of a bridge on the lines
of the Bandra – Worli sea
link cable stayed bridge in
Mumbai but nothing had
been finalised, the sources
said.

The existing two-lane
2.345-km bridge was more
than 29 years old after it was
thrown open for traffic by
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi on October 2, 1988.

The Centre has awarded
the new bridge while giving
its nod for extending the
four-laning road from
Ramanathapuram to

Rameswaram after agreeing
to extend the Madurai –
Paramakudi four-laning pro-
ject up to Paramakudi, local
MP A. Anwhar Raajha said.

A DPR was being readied
for 60-km long Ramanath-
apuram – Rameswaram sec-
tion and steps were being
taken to obtain Coastal Reg-
ulation Zone (CRZ) clear-
ance, he said.

When he requested Nitin
Gadkari, Union Minister for
Road Transport, Highways,
to expand the existing
bridge, the Minister told the
MP, “why expansion, we
will have a world-class new
bridge,” said Mr Raajha.

Centre grants new four-lane
bridge for Rameswaram
Delhi-based company to prepare a Detailed Project Report
Special Correspondent
Ramanathapuram

Dindi Maa Vanam, an NGO
working to preserve environ-
ment and take up desilting of
waterbodies here, has
planned to uproot age-old
trees numbering a little over
40 from the city limits and
plant them on spacious cam-
puses including schools and
places of worship.

The Highways Depart-
ment here has been engaged
in widening roads due to
burgeoning vehicle move-
ment. Many trees — be it un-
der the city limits or on the
National Highways — have
been felled in the past.

After the NGO actively
came into being with mem-
bers joining them in the
noble initiative, trees, espe-
cially aged ones, have been
preserved. After creating an
awareness of the need to
preserve trees, response
from the public had made
the volunteers pro-active.

A few months ago, a ban-
yan tree in the heart of the
city had become a barrier for

smooth vehicle flow. The
members of the NGO up-
rooted the tree and planted
it on the Collectorate
campus.

Now, there is a proposal
to widen the road from Mur-
uga Bhavanam signal to Pa-
lani by-pass at a cost of ₹20
crore. There are as many as
40 age-old trees, which have

to be felled. Thus, the NGO,
after holding a meeting, de-
cided to uproot and plant
them in alternative places.

Inspecting some of the
works carried out by the
members, Collector T.G.
Vinay appreciated their work
and offered help from the
administration in such
people-friendly

programmes.
The members took turns

and watered saplings in and
around the city, said Ra-
javelmurugan, an active
member of the NGO.

They had also taken up
desilting of a few tanks thus
bringing in hope for en-
hanced water table in the
district.

Efforts on to preserve old trees
NGO in Dindigul has taken up the initiative
Special Correspondent
DINDIGUL

A tree being uprooted on Palani Road in Dindigul. * PHOTO: G. KARTHIKEYAN.

Even as two of the five units
of Tuticorin Thermal Power
Station have been kept in a
standby mode, power gener-
ation in the third unit was af-
fected on Saturday following
“technical snag in the boiler
section”.

Sources in the TTPS said
the “technical problem” in
the boiler section crippled
power generation in the
third unit, on Saturday after-
noon. The unit has a genera-
tion capacity of 210 MW. Fol-
lowing this development,

the quantum of power being
generated at TTPS dipped to
420 MW from its actual ca-
pacity of 1,050 MW.

Since wind power genera-
tion was good for the past
few weeks, it was recently
decided to keep the first two
units of TTPS in the standby
mode and maintenance
works were carried out in
these units. After electricity
generation in the third unit
was affected, the second
unit was operated. In other
words, second, fourth and
the fifth units are now gener-
ating power.

While the “technical
snag” in the third unit was
cited as the reason behind
the breakdown, a senior offi-
cial of TTPS said inferior
quality and shortage of coal
were the prime reasons be-
hind the problems hamper-
ing power generation at
TTPS. “Since the quality of
coal being received at TTPS
is not up to the mark and the
quantity doesn’t meet the
actual demand, power gen-
eration is getting hit every
now and then,” said the offi-
cial, on condition of
anonymity.

Power generation in TTPS
third unit affected
Due to technical snag in the boiler section
Special Correspondent
Thoothukudi

The Social Democratic Party
of India cadre took out a
rally at Melapalayam here
on Saturday in protest
against the ongoing murder-
ous attacks on Muslims by
cow vigilantes.

Christened ‘People’s
Awareness Rally for Unity’,
the procession was taken
out from Melapalayam
Traffic Island to Bazaar
Grounds where a public
meeting was organised.

The SDPI had announced
that the party would be car-
rying out intensive cam-
paigns across Tamil Nadu

between August 1 and 25
against the attacks.

While party’s district gen-
eral secretary S.S.A. Kareem
flagged off the rally, district
vice-president K.S. Shahul
Hameed Usmani presided
over the meeting organised
at Bazaar Grounds.

State executive commit-
tee member J. Jafar Ali Us-
mani and others addressed
the meeting.

In the rally organised at
Thoothukudi, SDPI cadre
participated in a procession
taken out from Anna Nagar
to Chidambara Nagar
ground, where they organ-
ised a demonstration.

Against ‘attacks’ on Muslims

Special Correspondent
TIRUNELVELI

Social Democratic Party of India cadre taking out a procession
at Melappalayam on Saturday. * PHOTO: A. SHAIKMOHIDEEN

Rally by SDPI

The Life Insurance Corpora-
tion of India’s 51st south
zone athletic meet will be
held at Palayamkottai on Au-
gust 22 and 23. Speaking to
reporters here on Saturday,
Senior Divisional Manager,
LIC – Tirunelveli Division, K.
Vasant Kumar said the ath-
letic meet of LIC would be
conducted at St. Xavier’s Col-
lege Grounds in Palayamkot-
tai on August 22 and 23.

Sports meet
Special Correspondent
Tirunelveli

Seeking the closure of a li-
quor shop functioning at
Vairaavikinaru near
Koodankulam, a group of
Bharatiya Janata Party cadre
staged a demonstration
along with the villagers on
the Collectorate premises
on Saturday.

The petitioners said the
liquor shop that was opened
on the road connecting Vair-
aavikinaru – Idinthakarai
Road was posing a serious
threat to shepherds taking
their cattle to nearby graz-
ing area and to students
who cross the stretch. When
a toddy shop was opened at
the same spot 35 years ago,
an altercation broke out
between drunkards belong-

ing to different castes and
this later became a major
caste clash that undermined
the tranquillity of surround-
ing villages, villagers said.

“So, a petition was sub-
mitted to the revenue offi-
cials on July 15 seeking the
immediate closure of the li-
quor shop.

However, no action has
been taken so far. Consider-
ing the volatile situation pre-
vailing there, the Collector
should order closure of the
shop,” said Kesavan, BJP’s
Radhapuram union
secretary.

BJP’s women’s wing gen-
eral secretary Kani Amutha,
district president Dhaya
Shankar, office-bearers T.V.
Suresh and others accom-
panied the petitioners.

‘Close liquor shop’

Special Correspondent
Tirunelveli

BJP cadre staging a demonstration at Tirunelveli
Collectorate on Saturday. * PHOTO: A. SHAIKMOHIDEEN

The Marine police of the
Coastal Security Group
(CSC) and the Customs Pre-
ventive Unit (CPU) have
seized 32 bundles of beedi
leaves found washed ashore
at Kunthukal seashore near
Akkalmadam and
Danushkodi seashore.

On being informed by the
local people, a marine po-
lice team, led by A. Ilango,
Additional Superintendent
of Police, and A Rajarajan,
Inspector of Police, visited
the seashore near
Vivekananda memorial at
Kunthukal in the early hours
of Saturday and found the
bundles washed ashore.

As the bundles were

washed ashore one by one,
the team waited for nearly
two hours and collected 27
bundles and brought them
to the marine police station
in Mandapam.

The police have re-
gistered a case.

Preliminary investigation
suggested that the beedi leaf
bundles were being
smuggled to Sri Lanka on a
boat and it might have cap-
sized on the high seas or the
smugglers would have
thrown them into the sea
sensing danger, Mr Ilango
said. No one was arrested.

In the evening, CPU in
Rameswaram seized five
bundles, found washed
ashore on the Danushkodi
seashore, police said.

32 beedi bundles seized

Special Correspondent
Ramanathapuram

They were washed ashore at Kunthukal

A man died under mysteri-
ous circumstances here on
Saturday. Police said John
Shanthakumar (43), an on-
line designer from Erum-
bukaadu near here, met
his friend from Kovilpatti
in a hotel here on Friday
night and stayed with him.
As John Shanthakumar re-
portedly fainted on Sat-
urday morning, he was
rushed to a nearby hospital
but he died on the way to
the hospital.

John Shanthakumar’s
wife Devi is an Inspector of
Police.

Mysterious
death
Special Correspondent
NAGERCOIL

The Kalakkad police arres-
ted four persons for al-
legedly taking ₹1.85 lakh as
loan from a rural bank by
pledging fake ornaments.

The police said Murugan
(42) of Venkatrengapuram,
Nambiyar (30) and Ramesh
(26) of Mela Sa-
daiyamaankulam and
Kathiravan (27) of Mela
Seval mortgaged four
bangles weighing 47 grams
in a rural bank at Idaiy-
ankulam near Kalakkad on
August 7 and obtained
₹93,000 as loan.

Again, the foursome
came to the bank on Au-
gust 10 and took ₹92,000
from the bank by pledging
four bangles weighing 47
grams.

As the bank officials
grew suspicious, they
checked the bangles mort-
gaged by them and found
all the eight ornaments to
be fake.

Based on a complaint
from bank manager Ronald
Raj, the Kalakkad police ar-
rested all the four on Sat-
urday.

Four held for
pledging fake
ornaments
Special Correspondent
TIRUNELVELI

Two persons, including a
trader, were hacked to
death at Polepettai here on
Saturday night.

Police said Jayalingam
(58) from Mattakkadai here,
who was running a hard-
ware shop near the new
bus stand, and his worker
Pandaram (48) from the
new bus-stand area, were
waylaid by a four-member
armed gang at Polepettai on
Saturday night around 10
p.m. even as he was closing
the shop and hacked them
to death on the spot.

The motive behind the
murder is not known
immediately.

Thoothukudi North Po-
lice have registered a case.

Twomurdered
Special Correspondent
THOOTHUKUDI
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